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SPECIAL FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 
 
 
CALL MEETING TO ORDER: 
 
          A special meeting of the Finance Committee was held on Monday, August 30, 2010 in the 
Council Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island. 
 
           The meeting was called to order at 6:20 P.M. by the Chair. 
 
Present:                  Councilman Emilio L. Navarro, Chair 
                               Councilman Mario Aceto, Vice-Chair 
                               Councilman Paul H. Archetto 
                               Councilman Anthony J. Lupino 
                               Council President John E. Lanni, Jr. 
 
Absent:                   Council Vice-President Terence Livingston 
 
Also Present:          Councilman Robert J. Pelletier 
                               Councilman Richard D. Santamaria, Jr. 
                               Robin Muksian-Schutt, Director of Administration 
                               Gerald Cordy, Deputy Director of Administration 
                               Evan Kirshenbaum, Assistant City Solicitor 
                               Robert Strom, Director of Finance 
                               Steve Woerner, City Council Internal Auditor 
                               Salvatore Saccoccio, City Assessor 
                               Rosalba Zanni, Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 
                               RI Senator Beatrice Lanzi 
                               RI Senator Hanna Gallo 
                               RI Senator Joshua Miller 
                               RI Representative Nicholas Mattiello 
                               RI Representative Robert Jacquard 
                               RI Representative Arthur Handy                                                              
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING/NEW BUSINESS  
  

• Discussion of possible relief for residents who have been displaced as a result of 
severe flooding in the Spring. 

 
• All residents are welcome, but especially those residents from Davis Court, Davis 

Street, Fordson Avenue, Harris Driftway, Moore Street, Perkins Avenue, Youlden 
Avenue, Fletcher Avenue and Wheatland Avenue. 
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Chair indicated that a pad will be passed around to the audience asking for their  
names, addresses, phone numbers and e-mail addresses.  There will be a follow-up with any 
direct questions that need to be addressed.  The Council will activate a Flood Commission next 
month that will address any topics regarding flooding.  
 
 Chair indicated that this meeting will be an open forum to ask any questions from 
Administration regarding assessed value and any questions regarding legislation can be 
addressed of the State Delegation present. 
  
 
Public Speakers: 
 
 Chris Brouillette, 145 Davis Ave., appeared to speak and asked how assessed value will 
help people with tax relief.  Mr. Saccoccio stated that assessments are all controlled by the State.  
The assessments are as of December 31st, in addition, every three years, by State Law, we go 
through a re-valuation, which was done in 2008.  Re-assessments have been made if a flood 
victim has contacted his office.  If someone in the audience has not contacted his office, he asked 
that they place their names on the pad being passed around to have the property re-assessed.  Mr. 
Brouillette asked if there is any State legislation being proposed for people like him who have 
not lived in their home for half the year and in addition to paying taxes, they have been paying 
rent, which as been very very stressful.  Senator Lanzi stated that if the Council would like to 
send a Resolution to the General Assembly requesting the General Assembly change the current 
law regarding assessments, that would be something the General Assembly would be happy to 
look into.   
 
 Council President Lanni asked Mr. Saccoccio if, on the next revaluation, he would take 
into consideration a tax reduction due to the fact that the residents have not lived in their homes 
for that amount of time.  Mr. Saccoccio stated, no.   
 
 Councilman Aceto indicated that as a Council, they have authority to waive interest and 
penalties.  This is just a matter of the resident notifying the City.   
 
 Representative Mattiello stated that the General Assembly would be happy to introduce 
any legislation that the City Council would like by way of a Resolution.   
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 Chair asked Mr. Saccoccio why he answered no to Council President Lanni’s question 
regarding taking into consideration of a tax reduction for next year’s taxes.  Mr. Saccoccio stated 
that the assessment date is midnight December 31, 2009 and in 2009 there was no flood.  In 
December 31, 2010, if the home is completely rehabbed, based on his office’s inspection, the 
assessment could stay the same or it could go up.  This is by State Statute. 
 
 Councilman Aceto asked what the State Statute number is.  Mr. Saccoccio stated, 10-44-
3,4 & 5. 
 
 Councilman Lupino stated that the March flood was not just a State disaster, it was 
recognized as a national or regional disaster.  He asked the State Legislature to specify in the 
Resolution as a national or regional disaster. 
 
 Maureen Casey, 87 Perkins Ave., appeared to speak and stated that the people are 
asking for some sort of relief, they are not asking for free taxes, they are asking for tax break.  
The revaluation should have been done the week that the flood occurred so the City could have 
seen what the residents saw. 
 
 Brian Dupont, owner of 81 & 91 Perkins Ave., President of Pawtuxet River Flood 
Association, many of which the residents present this evening are members of, appeared to 
speak.  He stated that the residents are asking that the State Law that is now applicable not 
allowing the Cities and Towns giving residents tax break, be changed and also asked that the 
City help in that tax relief by giving a temporary adjustment in the tax bills, not penalties or 
interest.  He spoke to representatives from New Orleans and he is not sure if it is true, but was 
told that they were subsidized by FEMA.  Maybe Cranston should look into this. 
 
 Chair asked how many people were displaced from their homes due to the March flood 
and how many are back in their homes and how many are currently not in their homes.  Mr. 
Cordy stated that that process is part of the process of what is called long-term mitigation and 
this has just started.  All the City has right now is how many permits were issued and how many 
permits were exercised.  Chair asked that this issue be placed on the agenda for the next Finance 
Committee meeting.  This information should have been obtained by now.   Council President 
Lanni asked if there are any figures from FEMA on the questions asked by the Chair.  Mr. Cordy 
stated, no, they can only show him how many people have been affected.  Council President 
Lanni asked if we have the number of claims paid by FEMA.  Mr. Cordy stated, yes, but he does 
not have this information with him this evening. 
 
 Councilman Pelletier stated that a member of the audience has indicated that he has all 
the information to the questions asked by the Chair and Council President Lanni, so the 
Administration should have this information. 
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 Ms. Schutt stated that during the actual flood, there might have been approximately 200 
people that were displaced, but some temporarily.  The number of people not in their homes at 
this time is not something the City would know, there is no way we would know that. 
 
 Councilman Pelletier asked how many Certificate of Occupancy were issued.  Ms. 
Schutt stated that there are a number of permits that were not closed out.  She indicated that there 
were 209 building permits issued; 225 electrical permits issued; 211 mechanical permits issued; 
213 plumbing permits issued.  She does not have the number of Certificate of Occupancy issued.  
If they were flood related permits, the fees would have been waived. 
 
 Diane Straus, 70 Perkins Ave., appeared to speak and stated that she has lost her home 
for good.  Ms. Schutt stated that FEMA should be working with her on the foundation issue.  Ms. 
Straus stated that FEMA won’t help her.  FEMA told her that $29,900 is their cap and they 
capped her at $20,000. 
 
 Senator Miller stated that he and the Mayor visited these homes and many of these 
homes were visited by all agencies that could help them and indicated to them how much 
assistance they could get.  He feels it is doable and measurable to give some type of relief for 
next year’s taxes. 
 
 Marijane Moretti, 66 Amanda St., appeared to speak and asked if anything has been 
done to prevent this from happening again.  She also asked if the Army Corps of Engineers has 
been contacted.  Councilman Aceto stated, yes, the Duck Pond on Natick Ave. has been re-
engineered, which should help significantly.   
 

Mr. Cordy addressed the mitigation plan, where this program stands right now.  He 
stated that a committee has been formed by RI Emergency Management Association as of 
yesterday.  This committee will award grants to cities and towns.  Total amount available to do 
mitigation work by FEMA and they would take 15% of that.   

 
Councilman Lupino addressed Belmont Park and asked how the City of Warwick 

acquired the funds and what was the mechanism that got that property bought out outright.  Mr. 
Cordy stated that he was not employed by the City during that time.  Ms. Schutt addressed the 
issue with Belmont Park back in 1982 and there was an Army Cops of Engineers that had been 
ongoing and for whatever reason the Warwick portion got bought out whether it was at the 
suggestion of the Army Cops of Engineers or not, she does not know.  The reality is that this 
would have to be bought out, but there are approximately twelve agencies involved.  She 
indicated that Mr. Cordy has been in contact with US Representative Langevin’s and US Senator 
Reed’s Offices and is in constant dialogue about the long-term mitigation. 
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Amy Sinyei, 120 Perkins Ave., appeared to speak and stated that her request is not for 

temporary relief, but also future relief. 
 
Chair addressed tax freeze on improvements, owner occupied single-family homes. 
 
Virginia Palmer, 163 Davis Ave., appeared to speak and stated that she has no furnace, 

has received no insurance money.  She asked how this will affect her re-assessment.  Mr. 
Saccoccio stated that as long as he knows about this, he will go out and inspect the home.   

 
Councilman Aceto asked if there are any Community Development Block Grants 

available for these types of issues, such as replacing furnaces.  Ms. Schutt stated, yes, if the 
person qualifies, based on household income. 

 
Chair asked if there is anything through federal money where cities can give some kind 

of assistance in tax rebates.  Mr. Cordy stated that that is one of the potential items we could go 
after in the mitigation plan. 

 
Solicitor Kirshenbaum stated that Mr. Saccoccio is answering the questions being asked 

based on State Law as it exists right now.  He recommends the Council draft a Resolution and 
sent it to the State to amend the law to address the issues being discussed this evening. 

 
Chair asked if the City could pass an Ordinance to address these issues right now 

without State Legislation being passed.  Solicitor Kirshenbaum stated that we need enabling 
legislation passed amending current State Law. 

 
Georgia Jacques, 59 Wheatland Ave., appeared to speak and asked City Assessor if he 

will assess her home in December as it is in a flood zone then others that do not get flooded.  Mr. 
Saccoccio stated, no.  Ms. Jacques stated that she does not believe that because she sees 
neighbors who have never gotten flooded paying the same as hers. 

 
Michael Farina appeared to speak and asked if these people will get deferral on their 

taxes.  Mr. Strom stated that as of today, one person has gone into the City Treasurer’s Office 
and made a payment plan and has paid the taxes in full.  Mr. Farina stated that the City should be 
reaching out to these people to help them and make them understand their rights and the fact that 
we are not, is wrong.  Mr. Strom stated that his department will be happy to meet with anyone at 
any time. 

 
Chris Brouillette, 145 Davis Ave., appeared to speak and asked how the flood areas and 

surrounding non-flood areas being taxed the same.  Mr. Saccoccio stated that there may be areas 
where land values may be low.  There are a lot of different variables that come into play when 
you speak about taxes. 
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Stephanie Culhane, 97 Concord Ave., School Committee Member, appeared to speak 

and stated that what she sees this evening is a lot of finger pointing.  What the people want to see 
is, as elected officials, work together.  Put politics aside.  Council President Lanni stated that we 
are all here to do one thing, this is why the Council, State Legislation and Administration are 
here this evening.  It is not to point fingers.  He indicated to Ms. Culhane that no one is pointing 
fingers but her. 

 
Representative Jacquard appeared to speak and stated that by the time the Flood 

Commission meets, he asked if the Administration can come back with some type of response 
whether it is feasible to go out and inspect all these homes at once.  Ms. Schutt indicated to 
Representative Jacquard that if he is looking for immediate tax reduction in the current taxes, this 
would be lowering taxes in a pre-flood time frame, that can’t be done because the taxes are one 
year in arrears. 

 
Steve Jacques, 59 Wheatland Ave., appeared to speak and stated that something needs to 

be done for these people.  A lot of them are not seeing any relief.  He asked if the City has a plan 
to fix this problem that the residents can feel safe in fixing their homes so this does not happen 
again.  Mr. Cordy stated that there are limited resources and it is going to be competitive and the 
City will try and get as much money as it can get.  His guess is it will be approximately 24 
months before we even see any money. 

 
Brian Dupont stated that there should be some residents who have been affected by the 

flood serve on the Flood Commission, since they could give their input.  We need an accurate 
number of homes that were affected and to what level.  The residents ask for the City’s guidance 
and help and look forward to moving forward. 

 
Chair stated that one thing is for certain, we will find a solution to the concerns of the 

residents affected by the flood.  He asked that a Resolution be drafted to be passed at the 
September Council meeting to be sent to the General Assembly and also a Resolution re-
establishing the Flood Commission also be drafted for the September meeting.  The Flood 
Commission will meet in October and meet monthly to work on the mitigation and address all 
concerns from the residents. 

 
Georgia Jacques, 59 Wheatland Ave., appeared to speak and stated that the biggest 

concern is fixing the river.  The river needs to be dredged because there will be more floods.  
There will be more residents losing their homes again.  She indicated that Wheatland and 
Dresden floods with the littlest amount of rain.   
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Council President Lanni stated that agreed that a Resolution, with the approval of 

several Senators and Representatives, needs to be passed at the September meeting along with an 
Ordinance establishing flood-prone areas.  The mitigation process will take years.  This Council 
will work with the Administration and the residents to do anything it can for immediate help.   

 
Chair thanked the Cranston Delegation for being present this evening. 
 

 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 P.M. 
 
 
 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
      Rosalba Zanni 
      Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committees 


